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from it altogether are much respected. The trade of butcher is
in very bad odour, though, with the sophistry which comes so
easily to mankind, Mussulmans are allowed to practise it at
Lhasa, but outside the city boundary.

Pack-animals travelling along the trade-routes suffer from
frequent sores caused by the rubbing of the 'wooden pack-
saddles. I have seen many bad open wounds, while there is
hardly one mule or pony that does not show some patches of
white hair where an old sore has healed over. In Europe a
bad sore on a horse is taken as clear proof of cruelty. Should
not the same be said here ? I think that a different construc-
tion should be put on the evidence, and that the evil is almost
entirely due to the nature of the ground over which packs must
be transported. The paths are often strewn with boulders;
successions of high mountain passes must be crossed where
blizzards overtake the travellers; early or late in the season deep
snowdrifts add to the difficulties. I was told that a driver is
usually put in charge of from twenty to thirty mules; the men
battle hard to help their animals, but the task is beyond one
man's strength. If the ponies themselves were like the nervous
creatures that we know over here, the number of casualties
would bring all traffic to a standstill; but the Tibetan pony or
mule is as tough as his master. When he falls over, if there is
no one at hand to help, he just scrambles up and goes on his
way. One English resident also told me that the animals
eventually become hardened to the pack-saddles and that the
second-growth skin is less liable to sores than before. An im-
proved saddle was once designed; but it was impossible to get
t tried seriously, as the existing pattern is time-honoured and
slightly cheaper too. We know over here how difficult it is. to
>vercome the conservatism of simple people.

In Southern Europe, where sores on animals are common, we
ind them invariably associated with emaciation from under-
eeding, beating and goading, and especially with the habit of
eaving the pack-saddles on day and night out of sheer laziness,
[n Tibet, I regard the sores, though greatly to be regretted,
is a comparatively minor ill, among the many evils by which
nan, as Schopenhauer said, has " turned the Earth into a hell
!or the animals/* both because the sores seem to recover under
rood treatment on reaching home, and because they are chiefly
;he outcome of extremely hard conditions of life, which the men